
WA245 Worship Team Practicum- Instrumental 

Eugene Bible College 

Winter 2010 
Tues. 3:00-4:50PM 

 

Instructor: Brad Copp, bradcopp@ebc.edu, 541-510-4768 

 

College Mission Statement and Goals 
―Eugene Bible College, an institution of higher education, exists to disciple 

emerging Christian leaders by developing their theology, ministry skills, and 

character in order to win souls, plant fruitful churches, and lead as exemplary 

Ambassadors for Christ in the ministry and marketplace.‖ 

 

Worship Arts Program Mission Statement and Objectives 
To train men and women for effective worship leadership in the church through 

appropriate academic preparation and the development of Biblical worship skills and 

values.  

Through the Worship Arts program the College proposes to provide a learning 

environment, tools, and processes by which students become enabled to –  

 Understand the Biblical foundation for worship in the church 

 Develop and articulate a Biblically based worship philosophy 

 Demonstrate leadership characteristics in personal life and ministry 

 Have gained skills for organizing, planning, and directing a worship program in 

an atmosphere of creative expression 

 Understand, Articulate, and demonstrate the significance of drama, music, and 

technology in Biblical worship 

 Develop music reading, song writing and worship leadership skills 

 Gain knowledge and skills for planning, organizing, and directing the musical 

aspects of worship. 

 

  



Course Objectives 
As a result of this course, the student should be able to: 

1. Understand the dynamics of servanthood and teamwork in musical worship 

leadership.  

2. Be committed to a lifetime development of a ‗heart of worship‘. 

3. Be committed to a lifetime development of excellence in musicianship, 

teamwork, and servant leadership 

4. Be committed to ‗serve the song‘ 

5. Understand how a musical group works as a team, each finding a part that 

complements and supports the other parts and the song as a whole. 

6. Perform with increasing excellence their chosen instrument or vocal part, with 

a focus on dynamics, groove, and teamwork. 

7. Have practice in a number of worship and musical styles, stretching their 

repertoire and abilities. 

8. Arrange and train musical groups into a unity through teaching, modeling, and 

practice. 

 

Course Description 
A one-hour course designed to give foundational instruction and practical hands-

on application to playing in an instrumental group.  It is an opportunity for 

students to improve their playing skills and group interaction, learning to work 

well and blend with others in a structured environment.  Prerequisite: audition 

with instructor. 

 

Textbook(s) and suggested readings 
Redman, Matt, The Unquenchable Worshipper, Ventura CA, Regal 

Publishing, 2001.  

Hughes, Tim, Here I Am to Worship, Ventura CA, Regal Publishing, 

2004. 

 

Course Evaluation: 
Attendance and Participation  30% 

Textbook Reading Report 1  20% 

Textbook Reading Report 2  20% 

Movie Report #1   15% 

Movie Report #2   15% 

      100%



Course Requirements 
1. Attendance and Participation- Because of the nature of this course as a 

‗practicum‘, the most important aspect of the class is that you actually have 

‗practice‘ in the concepts of the course.  The course is built around a 

decreasing amount of instruction and an increasing amount of guided student 

activity.  This means that student should be present, on time, with their 

instrument in good repair, tuned and/or warmed up and ready to go.   

2. Attitude- That is good attitude.  Because it is a student practicum, involving 

students with differing levels of skill and experience, a positive, gracious 

attitude will be required at all times.  Students should arrive with a ‗ready to 

learn‘ attitude, as well as a willingness to help others.   

3. Practice- In order to make the most of the class time, it will be necessary for 

the student to learn and/or practice songs outside of class time.  For the benefit 

of themselves and their classmates, the student will be expected to do their 

best to be able to participate in class activities with skill and excellence.   

4. Textbook reading and book report- Students are to read the course textbooks 

in their entirety and write an 800-1000 word report on each book.  Either book 

can be read first, but each student will read both books.  Each book report will 

contain the following information: 

a. A brief summary of the book highlighting the author‘s main message 

and its development. 

b. A description of one or more things from the book that stood out as 

significant for you and your ministry.  Describe why you thought they 

were significant and how they will impact your present and future 

ministry. 

c. A brief description of the immediate and long-range action steps you 

intent to take as a result of reading this book.  How are you going to 

apply the teaching of this book to your life? 

Book Report 1 is Due Tues. Jan. 26
th

 at the beginning of class. 

Book Report 2 is Due Tues. Feb. 23
rd

 at the beginning of class. 

5. Movie Report #1- Student will watch the movie ―Standing in the Shadow of 

Motown‖ and write a brief report (300-500 words) on what you have learned 

about musical teamwork from the movie.  The movie is available for checkout 

in the resource center (library) and will also be screened on the EBC campus 

at least once during the term. 

Movie Report #1 is Due Tues. Feb. 16
th

 at the beginning of class. 

6. Movie Report #2- Student will watch the movie ―Miracle‖ and write a brief 

report (300-500 words) on what you have learned about teamwork and/or 

leadership/coaching from the movie.  The movie is available for checkout in 

the resource center (library) and will also be screened on the EBC campus at 

least once during the term.   

Movie Report #2 is Due Tues. Mar. 9
th

 at the beginning of class. 

There is no Final Exam in this Course. 

 



Class Schedule  
Date Topic Assignment 

Jan. 5 Introduction and Syllabus 

The Heart of Worship Leadership- 

Dancing in your underwear 

Show up 

Jan. 12 The Heart of Worship Leadership-  

Serving One Another and Serving the Song 

Show up and play 

Jan. 19 Teamwork and Music 

Learning Music through Hockey 

 

Show up and play 

Jan. 26 Teamwork and Finding a Part 

The Skeleton of a Song and Less is More 
Book 1 Report Due 
Show up and play 

Feb. 2 World Evangelism Conference 

NO CLASS 

Don‘t Show up and don‘t 

play  

 

Feb. 9 Teamwork and Dynamics 

The Power of Going the Same Place at the 

Same Time 

Show up and play  

 

Feb. 16 Teamwork and Groove 

The Holy Grail of Musical Teamwork 

Teamwork and Accents 

No, not that kind of accents. 

Movie 1 Report Due 
Show up and play  

 

Feb. 23 Teamwork and Transitions 

Red Light, Green Light, and Avoiding a 

Bloody Accident in the Intersection. 

Teamwork and Transitions/Modulations 

You Can Get There From Here 

Show up and play  

Book 2 Report Due 

Mar. 2 

 

Teamwork and Styles 

Versatility Never Goes out of Fashion 

Show up and play 

 

Mar. 9 Teamwork and Rehearsals  

Practice Makes Perfect,  

and Iron Sharpens Iron 

Show up and play  

Movie 2 Report Due 

There is no Final Exam in this course. 
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EBC Absence Policy: 
Regular punctual attendance is required in all classes and assembly periods.  Students 

should not miss classes except for illness or unavoidable emergency situations.  

To accommodate such cases, a student may have one absence for each credit hour 

of the course without penalty.  However, if absences for any class exceed twice 

the number of credit hours, the student automatically fails the class. 

A student entering the class within fifteen minutes after attendance check is recorded 

as tardy.  Every three tardy entries are counted as one absence.  Work situations 

and other campus schedules must be held as secondary to class attendance.  

Students are not permitted to arrive late for class or leave early to accommodate 

other schedules. 

A student will not be penalized by grade reduction when absences have prior 

approval by the administration and the student has given prior written notification 

to instructors; however, total absences in any course (including those excused) 

can not exceed two times the number of credit hours represented by that course 

(e.g. 6 in a 3-hour course) without failure. 

 

Helpful Information 
Your best resource for this course is the people around you.  The teacher is willing and 

available to help you as much as his very busy schedule will allow.  Feel free to talk with 

me at lunch or arrange a meeting.   However, your peers are an invaluable source of 

insight.  And you will be wise to share with other students outside of class and help each 

other explore and develop ideas about worship, and just to jam and teach each other 

songs and styles. 

I cannot read minds.  If you don‘t understand something or are struggling, I want to help.  But 

in many cases I won‘t become aware of the problem until it is too late.  Please feel 

encouraged to take the initiative and approach me with questions or problems and I will 

do my best to help.   

In addition, I will put course material including study guides, reviews, and practice quizzes 

on my website.  Go to my homepage and follow the appropriate link.  The address is 

www.bradcopp.com.   The class pages are password protected.  Use the username 

‗WA245‘ and the password ‗groove‘ (without quotation marks).  Please check back often 

as the website will be updated on a regular basis.  

The Bibliography has a wealth of resources to be explored, most of which are available 

through the Open Bible Resource Center (library).  Be encouraged to take advantage of 

these resources while you are at the college. 

Just as a person with a large vocabulary can be a more eloquent speaker, we encourage you to 

expose yourself to a larger variety of styles to increase your musical vocabulary.  While 

bearing in mind that there are things that are not fit for a Christian conscience (or even in 

some cases fit for human consumption) -      I Cor. 6:12, I suggest that you listen to a 

variety of music styles that you have not yet been exposed to.  Explore what about that 

style makes it good and what you can use in your own ministry. 

Finally, do not lose God in the process of education.  Take advantage of the College Student 

Ministry and Discipleship.  Take time to interact with Jesus about every part of your life.  

Specifically, invite the Lord to teach and lead you in His ideal worship and music 

philosophy and practice for your life and the calling He has given you.  I hope that you 

learn to rely on Him for the strength to learn and grow and fulfill all of the expectations 



placed on you at EBC.  ―Do not pray for easy lives; pray to be stronger people!  Do not 

pray for tasks equal to your powers; pray for powers equal to your tasks.  Then the doing 

of your work shall be no miracle, but you shall be a miracle.  Every day you shall wonder 

at yourself, at the richness of life which has come to you by the grace of God.‖  Phillips 

Brooks. 


