
 

HI202 History of Christianity  

New How Christian College 

Spring 2016 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:00-2:15 pm 

 

Instructor: Brad Copp, bradcopp@newhope.edu , (541) 510-2855 
   

College Mission Statement: 
New Hope Christian College, an institution of higher education, exists to disciple 

emerging Christian leaders by developing their theology, ministry skills, and 

character in order to win souls, plant fruitful churches, and lead as exemplary 

ambassadors for Christ in the ministry and marketplace. 

 

General Education 
The General Education courses at NHCC introduce students to major disciplines of 

human knowledge within the framework of a Christian worldview. The goal is to 

provide a broad foundation for lifelong learning, effective ministry, and responsible 

citizenship in the world through courses in science, literature, history, 

communication, mathematics, social sciences, psychology and philosophy.  

 

Course Description: 
This course gives of survey of key figures, movements, and doctrines in Christian 

history from apostolic times through the Reformation up to the present. Specific 

emphasis is placed on tracing the origin and development of Evangelical, 

Pentecostal, and Charismatic movements within the framework of church history. 

 

Course Objectives:   
Upon completing this course, the student should be able to: 

1. Articulate the major trends and developments in church history from the 

Apostolic age to the present. 

2. Understand and appreciate the contributions of the major periods in church 

history to the contemporary and later society. 

3. Articulate the relationship between the causes and results from major 

movements, events and doctrinal controversies. 

4. Describe the interplay between the political, social, doctrinal, personal and 

ecclesiastical forces that contributed to the life of the past church. 

5. Articulate the development of the relations between the church and the 

surrounding culture 

6. Use the successes and failures of the past to wisely navigate personal and 

corporate decisions in the present and future. 

7. Use the experiences of the past to inform and deepen their personal sense of 

God’s calling and direction 

8. Correctly apply examples, stories and illustrations from church history to 

preaching and life. 

9. Demonstrate a love of history and preparation for continued study in history. 



Course Textbooks: 
Gonzalez, Justo L., The Story of Christianity Vol. 1 – The Early Church to the 

Dawn of the Reformation – Revised and Updated, New York, Harper One, 2010.  

-----, The Story of Christianity Vol. 2 – The Reformation to the Present Day – 

Revised and Updated, New York, Harper One, 2010. 

 

Course Requirements: 
1. Class attendance- Student is to be present, to be on time, and to actively participate 

in class discussion.  See NHCC attendance policy below. 

2. Textbook Reading- Students will read the assigned portions of the course 

textbook.  As part of the midterm and final exams, students will report the 

approximate percentage of the assigned readings completed.  This percentage will 

have bearing on the mark of the exam.  In addition, a significant portion of the 

midterm and final exams will be taken from the textbook material.  See the course 

schedule for the readings assigned for each week.  See the Textbook study guide 

and practice quizzes on the web site. 

3. Weekly Quizzes- Every week there will be a short quiz on the reading assigned for 

that week.  Each quiz will be taken on Populi during the week at the student’s 

convenience.  The quizzes can be found on the dashboard or on the tests tab in 

Populi.  The quiz may be taken at any time during the week until the beginning of 

class on Thursday afternoon.  The quizzes are closed book and have a strict time 

limit.  

4. Class Discussion Participation – As a significant portion of class time will be 

taken with smaller group discussion on the significance and current application of 

principles learned from historical study, each student is expected to contribute to 

this discussion.  The instructor will assign a grade based on the demonstration of 

each student’s participation in and contribution to these discussions. 

5. Primary Source Reading and Reading Report- In conjunction with the textbook 

reading, each student will read a minimum of 100 pages of collateral reading from 

primary source documents (that is documents written at the time of the events 

described).  There are a number of primary resources in the library from which to 

choose.  There are also many of the classics available on the web.  See the Primary 

Source Recommended Reading document posted on Populi and the course website.  

Each student will report on the reading done.  The reading report should contain the 

following information [if your reading comes from more than one source, you must 

report the following for each source]: 1) bibliographic information including page 

count 2)  a 4-6 sentence summary of the reading and  3) Your personal reaction to 

the reading and how your life was impacted by the contents.   Due Thursday April 

21, 1 pm. 
6. Extra Credit Primary source reading- Student may earn up to 10% extra credit 

for primary source reading in excess of 150 pages.  The student will report using the 

same format as the Required Reading Report.  The Extra Credit reading report shall 

be a separate document labeled as extra credit primary source reading report.  Due 

Thursday April 28, 1 pm. 

7. Term Project- Students will choose an event, movement, controversy, or person 

from the course topics or textbook.  The topic will be submitted for instructor 

approval.  The student will research the topic in depth and present their findings.  

The findings may be given in a research paper format, but the student may also 



choose to present the material in a creative format.   This may include audio-visual, 

artistic etc. communication that is appropriate to the subject matter and fulfills the 

project requirements.  All resources must be documented, no matter the project 

format.  The project will be marked on the demonstrated understanding of the 

historical event(s) and must include enough research and detail to demonstrate 

college level understanding.  The format and creativity of presentation will have no 

bearing on the mark.  The project should include the following: 1) what happened, 

2) the underlying reasons why it happened in relation to its context, 3) the results 

and subsequent impact and 4) the principles that can be learned and applied to the 

students’ life and ministry.   

Topic Due Thursday Feb. 11, 1pm. 

Project Due Thursday April 7, 1pm. 

8. Midterm Exam- A 60-minute exam covering all of the material covered up to that 

point and all of the textbook reading assigned up to that point. Thursday March 3 

at 1pm. 
9. Final Exam- A 100-minute exam covering all of the material covered after the 

midterm and all of the textbook reading assigned after the midterm. Wednesday 

May 4 at 1pm. 
 

Course Evaluation 
 Discussion Participation      10% 

Weekly quizzes       15% 

Primary Reading Report      15% 

Term Project        20% 

Midterm Exam        20% 

Final Exam         20% 

          100% 

NHCC Absence Policy 
Regular punctual attendance is required in all classes and assembly periods. 

Students should never miss a class except for illness or unavoidable emergency 

situations. A student may have 4 unexcused absences from class without penalty. 

Every absence over 4 will result in a 1% grade reduction for the course. If 

unexcused absences exceed 6, the student automatically fails the course. Students 

entering the classroom within 15 minutes after attendance check are recorded as 

tardy. Every three (3) tardy entries are counted as one absence. All excused 

absences must be approved by the Academic Dean. 
 

Academic Integrity Policy 
Plagiarism, the conscious and obvious attempt to convince others that words or 

concepts unique to another writer are one's own, constitutes verbal theft. As such, it 

is a serious matter and may result in academic penalties. It is expected that all 

material submitted as part of any class exercise be the actual work of the student 

whose name appears on the material, unless such work is specifically attributed to 

another in the body of the work or a bibliographic reference. Unless an instructor 

otherwise indicates, it is considered dishonest for a student to use for preparation of 

course work any tests, notebooks, papers and/or assignments of other students who 

have previously taken a course. 

 



 

Course Calendar 
 

Date Tuesday Topic Thursday Topic Reading  Assignments 

Wk. 1 

1/12, 1/14 

Course Introduction 

Course Syllabus 

The Early Church Gonzalez (Vol. 1) 

1-23, 41-48 
Quiz 1 

Wk. 2 

1/19, 1/21 

Persecutions and Martyrs Early Apologists 

Early Challenges 

Early Leaders 

Gonzalez 49-126 Quiz 2 

Wk. 3 

1/26, 1/28 

Constantine and 

Christendom  

Early Monasticism 

Medieval Monasticism 

Gonzalez 131-197 Quiz 3 

Wk. 4 

2/2, 2/4 

Trinitarian and 

Christological 

Controversies 

Later Leaders Gonzalez 199-261 Quiz 4 

Wk. 5 

2/9, 2/11 

Spiritual Leadership 

Conference – NO CLASS 

Augustine Gonzalez 269-344 

 
Quiz 5 

Term Project 

Topic Due 

Wk. 6 

2/16, 2/18 

Great Schism and Eastern 

Orthodoxy 

Medieval Church and 

Papacy 

Gonzalez 345-406 Quiz 6 

Wk. 7 

2/23, 2/25 

Medieval Theology Islam and the Crusades 

The New World 

Gonzalez 407-485 Quiz 7 

Wk. 8 

3/1, 3/3 

Renaissance and Attempts 

to Reform 
Midterm Exam  Midterm Exam 

Wk. 9 

3/8, 3/10 

Community Service Day 

– NO CLASS 

Preparation for 

Reformation, Luther 

Gonzalez (Vol. 2) 

7-76 
Quiz 8 

Wk. 10 

3/15, 3/17 

Luther Swiss Reformation Gonzalez 77-104,  

115-149, 161-165 
Quiz 9 

3/22, 3/24 Spring Break – NO CLASS 

Wk. 11 

3/29, 3/31 

Radical and Counter 

Reformations 

English Reformation 

and Puritans 

Gonzalez 173-235 Quiz 10 

Wk. 12 

4/5, 4/7 

Pietism and Methodism Revival and 

Awakenings 

Gonzalez 237-290 

 
Quiz 11 

Term Project 

Due 

Wk. 13 

4/12, 4/14 

Modern Missions 

Movement 

Modernism, 

Fundamentalism and 

Evangelicalism 

Gonzalez 301-372 Quiz 12 

Wk. 14 

4/19, 4/21 

Pentecostals 20th Century 

Evangelicals and 

Cultural Engagement 

Gonzalez 373-397,  

417-455 
Quiz 13 

Primary 

Source Reading 

Report Due 

Wk. 15 

4/26, 4/28 

The 60’s Current and Future 

Church 

Gonzalez 457-530 

 
Quiz 14 

Extra Credit 

Primary 

Source Report 

Due 

Final Exam Wednesday May 4, 1pm. 
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Class Policies 
In order to be fair to all students, to organize my workweek, and to be prompt with 

marking, the following policies will be adhered to.  It is also an important aspect of 

preparation for life after NHCC that students should learn to plan and use their time 

effectively so as to meet deadlines, and learn also to work within the parameters set for 

assignments. 

 All assignments must be submitted at the beginning of class on the date they are 

due.  If class will be missed because of illness, assignments may be submitted  

before scheduled class time.  Any assignment not submitted at the requested time 

will be considered late.   

 Late work will receive a deduction of 10% per day late (excluding weekends) up to 

50% deduction.   

 Extensions for late work may be given for a short period when circumstances arise 

which in my view could not reasonably have been foreseen and which are 

sufficiently serious to warrant an exception to the rule. 

 All work must be neat and legible.  All work must be typewritten (excluding 

exams). 

 All assignments must be your own work. Work sharing and plagiarism are not 

acceptable. 

 Because of the limited number of source readings in the library, I ask that you be 

considerate of others and not monopolize the resources.  I would also ask that dorm 

students give priority to off campus students or those with more limited schedules. 

 Because of its limited quality as a resource, students using Wikipedia as a resource 

will receive a reduction in grade.  Choose the best available resources, not just the 

most convenient. 

 I expect all students (because you are adults) to be considerate to the instructor and 

fellow students by being fully engaged in all class sessions.  Boredom is a two-way 

street.  You cannot be bored without your willing consent and participation.  Even if 

the course material is not presented in a dynamic, entertaining fashion, it is the 

student’s responsibility to actively engage and get the most out of the course 

material.  Think of this as getting your money’s worth out of the class.  Also think 

of this as going ‘All in’ in this aspect of your discipleship.  God deserves your Very 

Best, even in classroom attention. 

 The Myth of Multi-tasking is a lie.  It has been proven that the human brain cannot 

give quality attention to multiple tasks at once (that is why cell phone usage while 

driving is illegal).  Therefore, it is counter-productive to yourselves and the people 

around you to engage in non-class related activities while class is in session.  

Students should not Facebook, text, play video games, engage in non-class related 

conversation, etc. in class.  It is not only a hindrance to your learning process; it is 

incredibly rude to the instructor and your fellow students.  Please refrain from these 

activities until break time.  Students are encouraged to politely request their 

neighbors to cease these activities if they are observed during class time. 

 I expect all students to think critically and be willing to disagree with the texts, 

teacher, or each other. I am confident that all of you will do so in manner fitting 

Bible College students and ministers. 

 

  



Helpful Information 
 Your best resource for this course is the people around you.  The instructor is 

willing and available to help you as much as my very busy schedule will allow.  

However, your peers are also an invaluable source of insight.  And you will be wise 

to share with other students outside of class and help each other explore and 

develop, meditate upon and apply the concepts of this course.   

 I cannot read minds.  If you don’t understand something or are struggling, I want to 

help.  But in many cases I won’t become aware of the problem until it is too late.  

Please feel free to take the initiative and approach me with questions or problems 

and I will do my best to help.   

 Course Stuff will be posted on Populi and the course website.  Please check back 

often because the class section will be regularly updated. 

 In addition, I will put course material including study guides, reviews, and practice 

quizzes on my website.  Go to my homepage and follow the appropriate link.  The 

address is www.bradcopp.com.  Please check back often as the website will be 

updated on a regular basis.  

 Please realize that, at best, this course can only be an introduction to the History of 

Christianity.  It is hoped that this course will give you a foundation upon which to 

launch a lifetime of study, wisdom and application of the principles you learn from 

history.  Be encouraged to continue your exploration even after the course.  

 Finally, do not lose God in the process of education.  Take advantage of the College 

chapels, devotions, small groups and practicums.  Take time to interact with Jesus 

about every part of your life.  Specifically, invite the Lord to teach and lead you in 

the course material.  In this class, you’ll learn of great lives of prayer, worship, 

devotion and experiencing the Mighty Acts of God.  It would be a tragedy and 

violation of the things you learn if you treated this course as only an intellectual 

exercise.  I also hope that you learn to rely on Him for the strength to learn and 

grow and fulfill all of the expectations placed on you at NHCC.  “Do not pray for 

easy lives; pray to be stronger people!  Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers; 

pray for powers equal to your tasks.  Then the doing of your work shall be no 

miracle, but you shall be a miracle.  Every day you shall wonder at yourself, at the 

richness of life which has come to you by the grace of God.”  Phillips Brooks. 


