Precious Remedies against sddabevices

By Thomas Broak

II

SATAN’S DEVICES TO DRAW
THE SOUL TO SIN
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i is, his several
Now, the second thing that I am to show you is, .
devices; and herein I shall first show you th.e several.dewc&s
that he hath to draw the soul to sin. I shall instance in these
twelve, which may bespeak our most serious consideration.

CE 1 To present the bait and hide the hook; to present
g'f:‘;cl:lden cup, afxd hide the poison; to present the sweet,1 t]}:e
pleasure, and the profit that may flow in upon the so;;x g
yielding to sin, and by hiding from the sou! the wrat a;
misery that will certainly follow the committing of sin. 3;
this device he took our first parents : ‘And the serpent sai
unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth knov:l':
that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes §13a11 be opened;
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil’ (Gen. ?—I 4—5i)s.
Your eyes shall be opened, and you shall be as gods! 'den:h
the bait, the sweet, the pleasure, the profit. Oh, but he hi es le
hook, — the shame, the wrath, and the loss that would certainly

4
fo!}'(l)l‘;':e is an opening of the eyes of the mind to contemplatlc:n
and joy, and there is an opening of the eyes of the bgdirtz
shame and confusion. He promiseth th?n-l the former, ul in
tends the latter, and so cheats them - giving them an ap_;:l e in
exchange for a paradise, as he deals by thousands now-a-days.

4. So to reduce Dr Rowland Taylor, martyr, they promised him not only his pardon,
but a bishopric. Acts & Mon., Foxe. [29]

Satan with ease puts fallacies upon us by his golden baits, 2
_then he leads us and leaves us in a fool’s paradise. He promi

greatest contempt, shame, and loss that can be. By a gold s
bait he laboured to catch Christ (Matt. 4. 8, 9). He shows hi m

doubtless would have taken many a carnal heart; but here he
devil’s fire fell upon wet tinder, and therefore took not, These
tempting objects did not at all win upon his affections, nor
dazzle his eyes, though many have eternally died of the wound j
of the eye, and fallen for ever by this vile strumpet the world,

Wwho, by laying forth her two fair breasts of profit and pleasure,
hath wounded their souls, and cast them down into utter per-
dition.® She hath, by the glistening of her pomp and prefer-
ment, slain millions; as the serpent Scytale, which, when she 1
cannot overtake the fleeing passengers, doth, with her beautif .
colours, astonish and amaze them, so that they have no power
to pass away till she have stung them to death. Adversity hath
slain her thousand, but Pprosperity her ten thousand. "

Remedy (1). First, Keep at the greatest distance from sin, and
from playing with the golden bait that Satan holds forth to
catch you; for this you have (Rom. 12. g), “Abhor that which is
evil, cleave to that which is good.” When we meet with any-

rendered ‘abhor,’ is very significant; it signifies to hate it as hell
i 0 hate it with horror.,
Anselm used to say, ‘That if he should see the shame of sin
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