
BIB202 Final Exam Study Guide 

 
The Final Exam will begin promptly at 8:00 and end promptly at 11:20 (It is VERY unlikely that 

you will need to use this entire time period). 

For the Final: 
Please bring your own pen or pencil.  I will provide the exam paper.   

The exam will also be available on Populi.  Bring your laptop if you choose this option. 

You may (should) bring an unmarked Bible.  This means a Bible without your own notations 

and without editors notes (i.e. no study Bibles).  The exam will be open Bible. 

 

Course Material: 
1. The Final will cover all of the material from I Samuel through Esther. 

2. The Final may contain True/False, Multiple Choice, Matching, Fill in the blank, and 

Essay.   

3. The Final will concentrate mostly on the general ideas (big picture stuff) for each of the 

sections covered.  However, there will be a few questions that delve into more detail (to 

separate the A’s from the B’s).  Therefore, you should study from general to specific. 

4. The Final may include, but not be limited to the following topics: 
A. The unity of the Bible/Bible story and the place of the Historical Books in God’s larger plan. 

B. The Background, Organization, Content, Themes and Application of 1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 

Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. 

C. The application of the content of these books to the events of the New Testament and the lives of modern 

believers. 

Study Questions:  

These are more specific items for your study.  If you formulate a general answer to these 

questions, you will be well prepared for the midterm. 

1. From Class Lectures: 
I Samuel  

What is the overall organization of 1 Samuel?   

What is the process by which Saul and David become King?  What does this tell us about 

God’s typical manner of raising up leaders? 

What does Israel’s request to Solomon for a King tell us about God’s desire/purpose for 

the monarchy?  How does God respond?  What does that tell us about God’s 

character and purposes? 

What were the issues/problems of Saul’s character and leadership?  What narrative 

techniques are used to highlight this reality?  What does that tell us about God’s ideal 

rule/leadership? 

Compare and contrast Saul’s and David in 1 Samuel.  What techniques does the author 

use to make the contrast?  What issues are highlighted?  What is the point of this 

contrast? 

What are the major events in David’s life that lead to his (eventual) kingship?  How are 

these events demonstrating or preparing David for his Kingship? 

What does the Goliath story demonstrate about the character of David?  What does it 

demonstrate about the character and purposes of God? 



What point(s) does the narrator draw from the overall narrative of David’s struggle 

against Saul?  How does this section contribute to the overall story of God’s 

Kingdom? 

What does Saul’s death teach about David’s character?  What does it teach about God’s 

character? 

What are the major themes of 1 Samuel, how are they displayed in 1 Samuel and how do 

they apply to our lives? 

How does the Book of 1 Samuel fit in God's overarching plan/history?  How does it 

prepare for God's climactic revelation in Jesus? 
2 Samuel  

What is the overall organization of 2 Samuel?  Why are these terms used (in class lecture) 

and not more closely matching terms? 

How did David respond to Saul’s death?  What does this tell about his character and 

understanding of leadership? 

How did David become king of all Israel instead of Saul’s son?  What does this tell about 

his character and God’s ideal for leadership? 

How did David’s approach to warfare differ from Saul’s?  How does that apply to 

modern life and ministry? 

What does Brad mean by “Dancing in Your Underwear”?  What is the point of this story 

and how does it apply to modern life and ministry? 

What is the Davidic Covenant?  What was the occasion when the covenant was made?  

What were the various promises given to David?  How were they worked out in later 

Israelite history?  How were they ultimately fulfilled? 

How did David respond to the promises of the Davidic Covenant?  What does this tell us 

about the character of God and His Ways with humans?  What does this teach us 

about our own prayer life? 

What are the events of David’s victorious reign?  How do they demonstrate God’s 

character? 

What events changed David’s reign to a troubled reign?  What was David’s sin?  What 

was the cause of David’s sin?  What does this teach us to help protect ourselves from 

sin? 

How did God respond to David’s sin?  What does this tell us about the character of God?  

How does this apply to modern life and ministry? 

What long-term consequences come from David’s sin?  How are they connected to 

David’s sin and loss of leadership authority? 

How does the story told by the woman of Tekoa in the Absalom incident illustrate God’s 

character?  How does the author suggest this aspect of God’s character should be 

applied in the rest of the narrative?  How does this apply to modern life and ministry? 

How doe David respond to Absalom’s rebellion?  What does this demonstrate about the 

character of David?  How does Absalom’s rebellion end?  What does this 

demonstrate about the character of God? 

What is the content of David’s Song of Praise?  How does this apply to modern life and 

ministry? 

What are the major themes of 2 Samuel, how are they displayed in 2 Samuel and how do 

they apply to our lives? 

How does the Book of 2 Samuel fit in God's overarching plan/history?  How does it 

prepare for God's climactic revelation in Jesus? 



1&2 Kings 

What is the overall organization of 1&2 Kings? 

Approximately what time period is covered by these books? 

What are the two kingdoms described in these books?  What is the general characteristic 

of each kingdom and the differences between the two? 

What is the main even in Solomon’s life and rule?  What implications does this have for 

God’s purposes in His Old Testament people? 

How does Solomon begin to rule and consolidate his kingdom?  How is this related to 

David’s rule? 

What does the author highlight as the foundational reason behind Solomon’s early 

success? 

What is the content of Solomon’s prayer at the temple dedication?  What does this teach 

about the function of the temple in the life of Israel? 

What does God say to Solomon at the conclusion of the temple dedication?  How does it 

foreshadow later Israelite history? 

How does the author describe Solomon’s glory?  What does this tell about the author’s 

evaluation of Solomon? 

How is Solomon’s unfaithfulness foreshadowed in the early chapters of I Kings?  What is 

the main cause of Solomon’s unfaithfulness stated in later chapters?  How does God 

respond to Solomon’s unfaithfulness? 

What are the main elements of the repeated cycle of Kings?  How do the evaluation 

sentences differ between the Southern and Northern Kingdoms? 

How and why was the kingdom divided? 

What does God promise to Jeroboam during Solomon’s reign?  How does Jeroboam act 

toward God when he begins to reign?  How is Jeroboam evaluated throughout the rest 

of the Books of Kings?  Why? 

Which Kings are noted as especially good kings?  Why are they given this evaluation?  

Which Kings are noted as especially bad kings?  Why?  Why did Brad display the 

names of the kings of Judah in the same color, but use a variety of colors for the kings 

of Israel?  What does this tell us about the character of God and the leadership He 

desires? 

Which king introduced Baal worship into Israel? 

What was the main function of the ministries of Elijah and Elisha?  How did they 

perform this function? 

What did the contest at Mt. Carmel demonstrate?  What does this tell us about God’s 

character?  How does this apply to modern life and ministry? 

What point does the narrator make in the narrative of Elijah at the cave? 

What is the main point of the miracles of Elisha? 

Why does Athaliah stand out as a particularly low point in the history of Judah? 

What reasons does the author give for the destruction of the Northern Kingdom?  What 

does this demonstrate about the character of God? 

Why was Assyria unsuccessful in its siege of Jerusalem?  What does the dialogue 

between the Assyrian commander, Hezekiah and Isaiah tell us about God’s character? 

What is most noteworthy about the reign of Josiah?  What does this tell us about the kind 

of leadership God desires?  How does this apply to modern life and ministry? 

How do the books of Kings end?  What does this foreshadow? 



What are the major themes of 1&2 Kings, how are they displayed in Kings and how do 

they apply to our lives? 

What is the “prophetic perspective”?  How does this concept apply to modern life and 

ministry? 

How do the Books of 1&2 Kings fit in God's overarching plan/history?  How do they 

prepare for God's climactic revelation in Jesus? 
1&2 Chronicles 

Where are the Books of Chronicles placed in the English Bible?  In the Hebrew Bible?  

What is the significance of this placement in each case? 

What is the overall organization of I&2 Chronicles?  How does this compare to the 

overall organization of Samuel/Kings?  How do the time periods covered in the 

primary and secondary histories compare? 

Compare and contrast the Books of Chronicles with the Books of Samuel/Kings?  What 

are the major differences in these to accounts of the same history?  What is the reason 

for these differences? 

What is the main function/purpose of the genealogies? 

What is the main accomplishment of David that is highlighted in Chronicles? 

How are the musicians portrayed in Chronicles?  What is their major function? 

What is the main accomplishment of Solomon that is highlighted in Chronicles? 

How is the last section of Chronicles (about the kings after Solomon) organized?  What is 

the significance of this arrangement and the things that are highlighted? 

How does Chronicles contribute to the concept of “religion vs. relationship”? 

What are the characteristics of revival in Chronicles?  How are these shown in each 

episode? 

What are the good qualities about Jehoshaphat described in Chronicles?  What are the 

good things the nation experiences under his reign?  For what is Jehoshaphat most 

criticized in Chronicles?  What do all these things demonstrate about the character of 

God? 

What lesson do we learn from Ahaziah’s reign?  How does that apply to modern life and 

ministry? 

What is the major difference in the Chronicles account of Joash from the Kings account?  

What is the major difference in the Chronicles account of Uzziah from the Kings 

account?  How does the point the author is making by these changes apply to modern 

life and ministry? 

What lessons can be learned about real revival from Hezekiah’s account in Chronicles?  

How can they be applied to modern life and ministry? 

What is the major difference in the Chronicles account of Manasseh from the Kings 

account?  How does the point the author is making by this change apply to modern 

life and ministry? 

How does the Book of Chronicles end?  How is this different from the ending of Kings?  

What does this tell us about the character of both of these books? 

What are the major themes of 1&2 Chronicles, how are they displayed in Chronicles and 

how do they apply to our lives? 

How do the Books of 1&2 Chronicles fit in God's overarching plan/history?  How do 

they prepare for God's climactic revelation in Jesus? 
  



Ezra/Nehemiah 

What is the occasion of the Books of Ezra/Nehemiah?  Approximately what time frame 

do these books cover?  How are these books related to Chronicles? 

What is the overall organization of Ezra/Nehemiah? 

Who are the leaders of the three respective returns?  

What is the general content of the Decree of Cyrus?  Why is important for the events of 

Ezra/Nehemiah?  What does it tell about the character of God? 

What was the reason the temple construction was stopped?  What reason does the author 

give for the temple construction being restarted and completed?  What point did Brad 

make about the ultimate outcome of the opposition to the temple construction? 

How is Ezra the person described in the Book of Ezra?  How was he qualified for the 

work he did? 

What repeated phrase is used to describe the reason for Ezra’s success?  What does this 

tell about the overall message of these books? 

What is the main problem Ezra dealt with upon returning to Jerusalem?  Why was this a 

problem?  How did he address the problem? 

What reason(s) does the author give for Nehemiah’s favor with the Persian king? 

What did Nehemiah accomplish in Jerusalem?  How?  What does this demonstrate about 

leadership?  How does this apply to modern life and ministry? 

Describe the public assembly near the end of Nehemiah?  What activities took place?  

What was the result?  What does this teach us about real revival and the character of 

God?   How does this apply to modern life and ministry? 

What are the major themes of Ezra/Nehemiah, how are they displayed in Ezra/Nehemiah 

and how do they apply to our lives? 

How do the Books Ezra/Nehemiah fit in God's overarching plan/history?  How do they 

prepare for God's climactic revelation in Jesus? 
Esther 

What is the occasion of the Book of Esther?  Approximately what time frame does this 

book cover?  How are these events related to Ezra/Nehemiah chronologically?  What 

point did Brad make about the chronological relationship between Esther and 

Ezra/Nehemiah? 

What is the overall organization of Esther?  What are the major events of the plot of 

Esther? 

What is the major plot problem of Esther?  Why is this a problem?   

What does the author accomplish by not mentioning God directly in Esther?  Is God’s 

activity present in Esther?  If so, how? 

What are the major themes of Esther, how are they displayed in Esther and how do they 

apply to our lives? 

How does the Book of Esther fit in God's overarching plan/history?  How does it prepare 

for God's climactic revelation in Jesus? 

  



3. From Howard Textbook: 
Ch. 6 

What Kings and Prophets get special emphasis in Kings?   

What is the basic idea behind the word “prophet”?  Describe each of the 

characteristics and functions of the prophets in your own words. 

What was Elijah’s main activity and who was/were his main opponent(s)? 

What does Howard mean by the terms “conditionality” and “unconditionality”?  How 

is this shown in the Books of Kings?  What will ultimately happen with regard to 

the promises given to David?  

In what ways is judgment seen in the Books of Kings?  Why does judgment come on 

Israel in each case? 
Ch. 7 

Which nations did Israel and Judah have relations with during the time of 1&2 Kings? 

How does the Book of Kings emphasize the spiritual importance of Jerusalem? 

What spiritual realities is Jerusalem a symbol pointing toward?  What does it mean 

for Jerusalem to be the place where God would place His Name? 
Ch. 8 

What is the focus of the Books of Chronicles? 

What is the purpose of these books, according to Howard? 

What specific emphases do these books have?  What do you think is the significance 

of these emphases for the purpose the author is intending? 

What are the major sources of the Books of Chronicles, according to Howard? 

What evidence does Howard give that Chronicles emphasizes the unity of all Israel? 

In what ways does the Chronicler show an emphasis on and concern for the temple 

and its ritual? 
Ch. 9 

Describe each of the three major sources of Ezra/Nehemiah. 

Who was Cyrus II and what did he accomplish?  What was Cyrus’s famous decree 

and what did it mean for the Jews?  How were the Jews impacted by Persian rule 

in general? 

What portions of Scripture were written in Aramaic and why? 

How do the Books of Ezra/Nehemiah emphasize that the returning exiles were heir of 

God’s promises to earlier generations? 

Why was the purity of the people important in these books?  How does separation 

contribute to this purity?  How is this shown in these books? 

Why was temple worship important for the returning exiles?  How is this concern 

demonstrated in the Books of Ezra/Nehemiah? 
Ch. 10 

What are the twin themes that Howard mentions as components of the author’s 

purpose?  

What does Howard mean by “providence”?  How is God’s providence shown in 

Esther?  

What are the “coincidences” that Howard notes in Esther?  What conclusion does he 

draw from these?  

What is Purim and how is it connected with the message of Esther? 


