
Assignment 5 – Apologetics  

1. The goal of this assignment is for you to prove to yourself and others how the 

position you have found is stronger than all other positions.  You are to give the 

reasons why your position is better. You are also to show how the other positions are 

not as good.  

2. Prove that your position is a good position 

a. Anticipate objections/arguments against your position- you should already be 

aware of some of them from your Historical Theology paper. 

b. Show the evidence in favor of your position. 

i. What is the Biblical/Exegetical evidence 

ii. Show that your exegesis is solid 

iii. Show that your weighing of evidence is reasonable 

c. Show that your position rests on good presuppositions 

i. In line with the nature of Revelation 

ii. Christian presuppositions 

3. Show how alternative positions are not as good. 

a. You should already be aware of other positions from your Historical Theology 

paper. 

b. Show how the evidence for alternative positions is not valid or strong. 

i. Show mistakes in fact 

ii. Show exegetical fallacies 

iii. Show logical fallacies 

c. Show how alternative positions rest on faulty presuppositions 

i. Show the presuppositions 

ii. Demonstrate how they are faulty 

4. This paper should rely heavily on work you have already done in your Biblical and 

Systematic Theology papers 

a. Double check your exegesis of the relevant passages 

b. Double check your validation of the relevant passages 

c. Give more relative weight to those passages that have more: 

i. Extensiveness 

ii. Clarity 

iii. Logical Fit 

iv. Directness of Relevance to the question 

4. Write a 800-1200 word paper (MLA) describing your findings.  The nature and 

format of the paper will differ depending on your topic and the nature of the 

discrepancies between the alternative positions. 

The general format of the paper should be: 

a. Describing the discrepancies between the alternative positions. 

b. Most likely, each discrepancy or group of discrepancies will be handled one at a 

time. 

c. For each issue, you should describe the strength of your own position and the 

weakness of alternatives. 

i. Evidences for your side and against alternatives 

ii. How and why evidences for alternatives is not as strong as it may 

appear 

iii. Point out faulty presuppositions of alternative viewpoints and offer 

alternative presuppositions that are stronger 

d. A very strong argument is to show how/where alternative positions went wrong 



E.g. they misunderstood this word, they didn’t examine this passage, 

they built on this faulty presupposition, etc. 

5. It is important to be honest and upright in your handling the evidence.  You are not 

out to win an argument at all costs, but to come to a solid conclusion about the truth.  

Be gracious and Christlike in the way you state your arguments, while remaining firm 

in your convictions. 

6. See below for the grading rubric which will be used for this assignment. 

 

Apologetic Theology Paper Grading Rubric 
 

 

Requirements ‘A’ Paper ‘B’ Paper ‘C’ Paper ‘D’ Paper 

Nature of 

Discrepancies 

(15 points) 

Thoroughly 

demonstrates the 

differences 

between the 

positions.  

Anticipates and 

addresses all 

objections. 

Demonstrates the 

differences 

between the 

positions.  

Anticipates and 

addresses most 

objections.  

Addresses some 

differences 

between the 

positions.  

Addresses some 

objections. 

Fails to address 

important 

differences 

between the 

positions.  Fails to 

address important 

objections. 

Evidence for 

the Position 

(25 points) 

All of the relevant 

Biblical evidence is 

brought to bear and 

all statements 

accurately reflect 

Biblical teaching 

and show the 

position to be a 

strong one. 

Most of the 

relevant Biblical 

evidence is brought 

to bear.  Statements  

show the strength 

of the position.   

Lacking some of 

the relevant 

Biblical evidence.  

A case is made, but 

in not necessarily 

strong. 

Lacks much of the 

relevant Biblical 

evidence.  The case 

is not demonstrated 

to be a strong one. 

Evidence 

Against 

Alternatives 

(25 points) 

Accurately 

diagnoses all the 

problems with 

alternate positions 

and shows where 

these positions 

have problematic 

evidence or 

presuppositions. 

Accurately 

diagnoses most 

problems with 

alternate positions 

and shows where 

these positions are 

weak. 

Accurately 

diagnoses some 

problems with 

alternate positions 

and shows where 

these positions are 

weak. 

Fails to understand 

and demonstrate 

the weakness of 

alternate positions. 

Understands 

and 

Communicates 

Meaning 

(15 points) 

Demonstrates 

complete 

understanding of 

the differences in 

positions and the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of all.  

Brings all relevant 

material to bear 

Demonstrates 

significant 

understanding of 

the differences in 

positions and the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of all.  

Brings much 

relevant material to 

bear 

Demonstrates some 

understanding of 

the differences in 

positions and the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of all.  

Brings relevant 

material to bear 

Fails to 

demonstrate 

understanding of 

the differences in 

positions and how 

one position is 

stronger than 

others.  

Meets Goals 

of the Paper 

(20 points) 

Correctly, clearly, 

completely  

demonstrates the 

relative strengths 

of the various 

positions and 

reasons why one 

position is the best. 

Correctly 

demonstrates the  

strengths of the 

various positions 

and reasons why 

one position is the 

best. 

Addresses the  

strengths of the 

various positions 

and reasons why 

one position is the 

best. 

Fails to show the 

strengths of the 

various positions.  

Fails to 

demonstrate why 

the position taken 

is to be preferred. 


