
Assignment 4 – Systematic Theology 

1. The goal of this assignment is for you to synthesize and express your understanding of the various 

Scriptural material that is relevant to your question.  You are to give the best Biblical answer to your 

question, by describing what the Bible says and how it relates to your question. You are to organize 

the Scriptural teaching in a coherent, comprehensive, clear manner.  

2. Organize the Biblical teaching in a way that logically consistent with the data. 

a. Group all the passages that say the same thing together. 

b. Make an overall outline of the truths that the Bible teaches. 

c. Summarize the Bible teaching on your topic into theological propositions- concise but clear 

statements of truth. 

3. Examine how all of these categories relate together. 

a. Note any historical development. 

b. Organize the material in a way that is organic and represents the natural connection of all the 

material. 

c. How does all this material fit together. 

d. Emphasize and demonstrate logical arrangement and organization synthesizing together all that is 

said in logical categories, not just rehashing Biblical passages 

e. What do passages have in common?  Is there development? Subtlety or distinctions in different 

facets of the truth? Different applications or subtlety in how it applies to different situations? 

f. In the case of difficulties: 

i. Double check your exegesis of the relevant passages 

ii. Double check your validation of the relevant passages 

iii. Give more relative weight to those passages that have more: 

1. Extensiveness 

2. Clarity 

3. Logical Fit 

4. Directness of Relevance to the question 

iv. Don’t try to force the evidence beyond where the evidence goes 

4. Compare your findings with the options you learned from your historical theology 

a. Does the Bible really say what these options claim? 

b. How strong, comprehensive and relevant is the evidence for each option? 

5. Come to a conclusion which option is best 

a. Of the options surveyed, which does the most justice to the Biblical teaching? 

b. Is there aspects of any (or every) option that needs correction in light of the Biblical teaching? 

c. What is the best Biblical answer to your question? 

6. Write a 800-1200 word paper (MLA) describing your findings 

The format of the paper should be: 

a. A series of propositions communicating each facet of the Biblical truth, along with the evidence 

for this proposition. 

b. Each should demonstrate a thorough understanding of an aspect of the answer as well as a sense 

of the relationship to the larger whole. 

c. The paper should start with an introduction stating the overall answer to the question, its 

subcategories, and how it relates to the various possible answers from the historical theology. 

d. Discuss any difficulties of harmonizing the Biblical material and what you think is the best 

explanation for how they relate together. 

e. The paper should end with a summary conclusion showing how all the material is comprehensive 

and coherent together, and how it answers your questions. 

7. See over for the grading rubric which will be used for this assignment. 



Systematic Theology Paper Grading Rubric 
 

 Requirements ‘A’ Paper ‘B’ Paper ‘C’ Paper ‘D’ Paper 

Logic and 

Organization 

(25 points) 

Material is 

logically and 

organically 

organized in a way 

that is inherent in 

the Biblical 

teaching.  The 

relationship 

between all of the 

relevant material is 

clearly seen. 

Material is 

logically and 

organically 

organized.  The 

relationship 

between all of the 

relevant material is 

described.  

The material shows 

some organization.  

The relationship 

between the 

concepts is not 

completely 

described. 

The material lacks 

organization.  The 

relationship 

between the 

concepts is not 

clear. 

Thoroughness 

and Accuracy 

(20 points) 

All of the relevant 

Biblical material is 

brought to bear and 

all statements 

accurately reflect 

Biblical teaching in 

a manner faithful 

to Biblical 

organization. 

Most of the 

relevant Biblical 

material is brought 

to bear.  Statements 

mostly reflect 

Biblical teaching.   

Lacking some of 

the relevant 

Biblical material.  

Statements do not 

completely reflect 

Biblical teaching. 

Lacks much of the 

relevant Biblical 

material.  

Statements are not 

faithful to Biblical 

teaching. 

Clarity and 

Helpfulness 

(15 points) 

Demonstrates 

clarity of 

understanding and 

communication.  

Communicates in a 

way that shows the 

relevance of the 

Biblical material 

for the questions.  

Summarizes the 

material in a 

helpful manner. 

Demonstrates 

clarity of 

understanding and 

communication.  

Summarizes the 

material in a 

manner that 

addresses the 

question. 

Demonstrates some 

clarity of 

understanding.  

Does not 

summarize the 

material or show 

how it relates to the 

question. 

Lacks clarity of 

understanding.  

Does not show the 

relevance of the 

Biblical material to 

the question.  Lacks 

summary and 

organization. 

Understands 

and 

Communicates 

Meaning 

(15 points) 

Demonstrates 

complete 

understanding of 

the Biblical 

teaching.  

Correctly brings 

this material to 

bear in addressing 

the question and 

possible answers. 

without imposition 

of foreign issues 

Demonstrates 

significant 

understanding of 

the Biblical 

teaching.  Brings 

the material to bear 

in answering the 

question and 

possible answers. 

Demonstrates some 

understanding of 

the Biblical 

teaching.  

Addresses the 

material to the 

question, but does 

not interact with 

other possible 

answers. 

Lacks 

understanding of 

the Biblical 

teaching.  Does not 

show how this 

material answers 

the question.  

Meets Goals 

of the Paper 

(25 points) 

Gives significant 

evidence of 

understanding all 

relevant material 

and its relation to 

itself.  Shows a 

definitive answer 

to the question. 

Gives ample 

evidence of 

understanding 

relevant material 

and its relation to 

itself.  Gives an 

answer to the 

question. 

Gives some 

evidence of 

understanding 

some relevant 

material.  Attempts 

to answer the 

question. 

Lacks evidence of 

understanding the 

relevant material.  

Does not see the 

relationships of the 

material or answer 

the question. 


