
Assignment 3 – Biblical Theology 

1. The goal of this assignment is to give you an understanding of the various Scriptural 

material that is relevant to your question.  NOTE: You are not yet answering your 

question, but describing what the Bible says. It is important for you to honestly, 

objectively see what Scripture says without imposing a framework which is foreign to 

the authors and first readers.  

2. Find the Bible passages which are relevant to your question. 

a. Use those passages of which you are already familiar. 

b. Use the passages discussed in your historical theology research. 

c. Use tools such as Concordances, Topical Indexes, Chain References, Study 

Bibles, and Bible Dictionaries to find passages 

d. Be comprehensive in surveying all relevant passages, but be focused on those 

passages that most clearly address your question. 

3. Understand the teaching of these passages in their original contexts. 

a. Understand the passage in its historical context. 

b. Understand the passage according to its literary context 

c. Understand the passage in accordance with its genre. 

d. Understand the passage in accordance with the normal meaning of words, 

grammar and logical flow of thought. 

e. Understand the passage according to the book’s occasion and purpose. 

f. Understand the passage in the social/cultural/thought world of the original 

hearers. 

g. Understand the passage in light of the whole of Scriptural teaching (analogy of 

faith) but beware of imposing a foreign meaning onto your passage. 

h. Interact with the exegetical issues raised in your historical theology and try to 

determine what best explains the words of the text. 

4. Write a 1000-1400 word paper (MLA) describing your findings 

The format of the paper should be: 

a. A series of discussions on each relevant passage describing what the passage 

teaches. 

b. Each should demonstrate a thorough understanding according to proper exegetical 

method – including contexts, lexical/grammatical meaning and flow of thought. 

c. You do not need to discuss background and context issues for each passage, but 

only that which helps describe the meaning of the passage. 

d. Discuss any exegetical issues that are germane to demonstrate your understanding 

of the meaning of the passage. 

5. See over for the grading rubric which will be used for this assignment. 



Biblical Theology Paper Grading Rubric 
 

Requirements ‘A’ Paper ‘B’ Paper ‘C’ Paper ‘D’ Paper 

Passage 

Choice 

(15 points) 

All relevant 

passages are 

surveyed and 

prioritized by their 

relevance to the 

question. 

All relevant 

passage are 

surveyed but 

without prioritizing  

Most relevant 

passages are 

surveyed. 

Not all relevant 

passages are 

discussed 

Historical 

Context 

(10 points) 

Passages are 

understood in view 

of their historical 

context, occasion 

and purpose.  

Meaning is seen in 

light of the original 

hearers 

Passages are 

understood 

appropriately for 

their original 

historical context, 

occasion and 

purpose.   

Passages are 

understood without 

adequate weight 

given to their 

original historical 

context, occasion 

and purpose. 

Passages are 

understood without 

reference to their 

original historical 

context. 

Literary 

Context and 

Flow of 

Thought 

(15 points) 

Passages are 

understood in view 

of their literary 

context and flow of 

thought.  Their 

place in the overall 

argument is 

demonstrated. 

Passages are 

understood in view 

of their literary 

context and flow of 

thought. 

Passage are 

understood without 

adequate weight 

given to their 

literary context and 

flow of thought. 

Passages are 

understood without 

reference to their 

literary context and 

flow of thought. 

Lexical, 

Grammatical 

and Genre 

(10 points) 

Thorough 

understanding of 

lexical/grammatical 

and genre issues.  

Demonstrates 

proper engagement 

with all relevant 

issues 

Adequate 

understanding of 

lexical/grammatical 

and genre issues.  

Meaning is 

appropriate to 

original mode of 

communication. 

Lacks 

understanding of 

lexical/grammatical 

and genre issues.  

Meaning is not 

appropriate to 

original mode of 

communication. 

Passages are 

understood without 

reference to their 

words, grammar 

and genre. 

Understands 

and 

Communicates 

Meaning 

(25 points) 

Meaning of all 

passages is 

correctly, 

thoroughly  

understood and 

communicated 

without imposition 

of foreign issues 

Meaning of all 

passages is 

correctly 

understood and 

communicated 

Meaning of most 

passages is 

understood and 

communicated.  

Some inaccuracies 

of understanding or 

communication. 

Meaning of 

passages is 

misunderstood or 

miscommunicated.  

Inaccuracies of 

understanding and 

lack of 

communication.  

Meets Goals 

of the Paper 

(25 points) 

Gives significant 

evidence of 

understanding all 

relevant passages.  

Honest in 

description and 

focused in research 

Gives ample 

evidence of 

understanding 

relevant passages.  

Honest in 

description and 

mostly focused in 

research. 

Gives some 

evidence of 

understanding 

some relevant 

passages.  Not 

focused or 

impartial in 

research. 

Lacks evidence of 

understanding the 

relevant passages. 

Not focused in 

research.  Imposes 

foreign issues on 

the passages. 


