
Assignment 2 – Historical Theology 

1. The goal of this assignment is to give you an understanding of the 

various answers given to your question by Christians throughout history.  

It is important for you to honestly see all possible sides of the issue and 

impartially evaluate the evidence for each position.  

2. Thoroughly research the possible answers to your questions. 

a. Let the question give focus and direction to your research. 

b. Because thoroughness of research is important, let your 

investigation be as deep and historically broad as possible.  Do 

not be limited to modern sources. 

c. Because the quality of research is important, the following 

types of sources are required:  

i. A minimum of 2 books 

ii. A minimum of 2 periodicals (either in the library or 

through ebscohost) 

iii. A minimum of 2 CD Rom or web based articles 

d. Carefully document all sources used according to MLA 

standards. 

3. Write a 1000-1400 word paper (MLA) describing your findings 

a. The format of the paper should be: 

i. A brief recitation of the question and what you are trying 

to learn from your research. 

ii. A thorough section describing each possible answer to 

your question that has been given.  Describe the answer 

itself and overview the arguments/reasons given for each 

option.  Repeat for each possible answer or group of 

related answers. 

iii. A concluding section describing what you learned from 

your research that you did not know before your 

research.  What options and/or arguments were you not 

aware of? 

iv. Your paper should not just be a list of who believes each 

option, but you should note in your references some 

representatives of each view.  Pay attention to how 

widespread an option is across history and traditions. 

4. See over for the grading rubric which will be used for this assignment. 



Historical Theology Paper Grading Rubric 
 

                                                 
1
 See attached sheet for evaluating the quality of web pages for research. 

Requirements ‘A’ Paper ‘B’ Paper ‘C’ Paper ‘D’ Paper 

Presentation 

(5 points) 

No spelling and/or 

grammatical 

mistakes.  Neat and 

properly formatted 

Few spelling and/or 

grammatical 

mistakes.  Fairly 

neat and properly 

formatted 

Contains spelling 

and grammatical 

mistakes.  Lacks 

neatness and proper 

format 

Significant spelling 

and/or grammatical 

mistakes.  Not neat 

or properly 

formatted. 

Sources
1
 

(15 points) 

Uses significantly 

more than the 

minimum amount 

of sources.  Uses 

sources of the 

highest quality and 

researched deeply 

and broadly. 

Uses more than the 

minimum amount 

of sources.  Sources 

have a broad range 

historically and 

traditionally.   

Uses the minimum 

amount of sources.  

Sources used are 

not of the highest 

quality.  Sources 

used are limited in 

scope historically 

or traditionally. 

Does not use the 

minimum amount 

of sources.  Uses 

inferior quality of 

sources.  Using 

‘Wikipedia’ as a 

source is an 

automatic reduction 

Thoroughness 

and Accuracy 

(25 points) 

Uses sources from 

and accurately 

represents the 

views of all sides. 

Demonstrates a 

complete 

understanding of all 

sides of the issue 

Uses sources from 

and fairly 

represents the 

views of all sides.  

Demonstrates a 

thorough 

understanding of all 

sides of the issue 

Neglects or unfairly 

represents one or 

more options.  

Demonstrates a 

partial 

understanding of 

one or more sides 

of the issue. 

Neglects or unfairly 

represents most 

options.  

Demonstrates a 

lack of integrity or 

effort in fairly 

representing all 

sides of the issue 

Options and 

Evidences 

(30 points) 

Clearly, thoroughly 

describes each 

option and 

thoroughly, 

accurately 

describes the 

evidence for each. 

Clearly describes 

each option and 

gives accurate 

evidence for each. 

Does not 

demonstrate a 

thorough 

description of all 

evidences. 

Describes each 

option, but does not 

give evidence for 

one or more 

options.  Lacks 

clarity and 

thoroughness in 

descriptions of 

evidences. 

Does not clearly 

describe each 

option.  Does not 

describe the 

evidence for one or 

more option. 

Meets Goals 

of the Paper 

(25 points) 

Gives significant 

evidence of 

understanding all 

possible answers to 

the question.  

Honest in 

description and 

focused in research 

Gives ample 

evidence of 

understanding most 

possible answers to 

the question.  

Honest in 

description and 

mostly focused in 

research. 

Gives some 

evidence of 

understanding 

some possible 

answers to the 

question.  Not 

focused or 

impartial in 

research. 

Lacks evidence of 

understanding the 

possible answers to 

the question.  Not 

focused in research.  

One-sided in 

approaching the 

question. 


