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4 Categories of questions people ask: 
 

1. Duty- What should I do? That is, what is my duty? 

2. Character- Who should I be? That is, how can I become the person or obtain the 

character that lets me do what is right? 

3. Goals- To what causes should we devote our life energy?  That is, what goals 

should we pursue? 

4. Discernment- How can we distinguish truth from error?  That is, how can we gain 

discernment? 

 

How to make application to these questions:  Dos and Don‟ts 

 

Duty Dos: 
1. Give concrete direction based on Biblical directives.  A sermon on Matthew 18 

should say what to do when a brother sins against us.  A sermon on spiritual gifts 

should tell people how to find and use theirs. 

2. Give concrete guidance based on your best wisdom.  Pastors should suggest how 

to lead family devotions, or how to be faithful stewards of wealth.   

3. Tell people what may go wrong when they seek God‟s way.  Know that an 

attempt to correct a sin may be rebuffed.  Children may squabble and yawn during 

devotions. 

4. Find duties in all seven types of Biblical sources for application [rules, ideals, 

doctrines, redemptive acts in narratives, exemplary acts in narratives, images, and 

songs and prayers], not just moral passages.  Remember the moral thrust of 

doctrine, narrative, and imagery. 

5. Make circumspect use of casuistry [explain why we do these things in this 

particular circumstance] in sermons, classes, and conversations. 

6. Distinguish between Biblical mandates and wise counsel. 

7. Relate all duties to our life in Christ and the internal work of the Spirit. 

 

Duty Don‟ts: 
1. Stress duty to the neglect of character, goals, and vision. 

2. Convey a „just do it‟ attitude.  Admit that the fulfillment of duty can be 

complicated. 

3. Give the impression that you have the answer for every situation. 

4. List strings of duties, especially if they stand alone, without motives or reasons. 

 



Character Dos: 
1. Remind people that they are a new creation in Christ. 

2. Show that the concepts of God, redemption, and regeneration capture who the 

Christian is, and that Christian living grows out of our union with Christ. 

3. Urge people to examine their character and motives.  Induce them to probe the 

reasons behind their actions.  Ask why right living sometimes seems easy, 

sometimes impossible. 

4. Help people see discipleship as the spontaneous manifestation of a renewed heart 

first and as the result of moral striving second. 

 

Character Don‟ts: 
1. Reduce character to noble traits we acquire by our own effort. 

2. Reduce character to a new law: “Go be more merciful, just, faithful…” 

3. Imply people can change by resolve and determination. 

 

Goals Dos: 
1. Become attuned to the Bible‟s statements about goals. 

2. Help individuals and the community to find God‟s unique gifts and callings. 

3. Urge people to find goals and causes larger than themselves.  Such goals can 

relate to family, church, and society. 

4. Help people fashion concrete strategies to accomplish goals in all areas of life. 

5. Urge perseverance.  Every great project meets obstacles 

6. Analyze and critique the goals our culture values. 

7. Help people separate both the good from the best and God‟s general will for all 

from His particular will for them. 

 

Goals Don‟ts: 
1. Imply that we may ignore God‟s revealed will to achieve worthy goals. 

2. Allow thinking about goals to foster individualism and narcissism. 

 

Discernment Dos: 
1. Read church history to gain insight from the church in other lands and times. 

2. Listen to people a generation older and younger than yourself.  Savor radical 

friends. 

3. Read social critics, Christian and otherwise, to gain their perspective on society. 

4. Know the times.  Read widely.  Watch television, noting what it values and what 

it skewers. 

5. Develop a conscience that distinguishes righteousness from wickedness. 

6. Study the Bible, fearlessly following its lead, refusing to read familiar ideas into 

the text. 

 

  


