
Comparing Translations of I Peter 2:4-8 
 

NIV  
4
 As you come to him, the living Stone-- rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him-- 

5 
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
6
 For in Scripture it says:  

"See, I lay a stone in Zion,  

a chosen and precious cornerstone,  

and the one who trusts in him  

will never be put to shame." 

 
7
 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,  

"The stone the builders rejected  

has become the capstone," 
 8
 and,  

"A stone that causes men to stumble  

and a rock that makes them fall."  

They stumble because they disobey the message-- which is also what they were destined for. 

 

TNIV 

 
4
 As you come to him, the living Stone- rejected by human beings but chosen by God and precious 

to him- 
5
 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
6
 For in Scripture it says: 

 “See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

  a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

 and the one who trusts in him 

  will never be put to shame.” 
7
 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not believe, 

 “The stone that builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone,” 
8
and 

 “A stone that causes  people to stumble 

  and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the message- which is also what they were destined for. 

 

ASV  
4
 unto whom coming, a living stone, rejected indeed of men, but with God elect, precious,  

5
 ye also, as 

living stones, are built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.   
6
 Because it is contained in scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a chief 

corner stone, elect, precious: And he that believeth on him shall not be put to shame.  
7
 For you therefore 

that believe is the preciousness: but for such as disbelieve, The stone which the builders rejected, The same 

was made the head of the corner; 
8
 and, A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence; for they stumble at the 

word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 

 

NASB  
4
 And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the 

sight of God, 
5
 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to 

offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
6
 For this is contained in Scripture: 

"BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND HE WHO 

BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED."  
7
 This precious value, then, is for you who 

believe; but for those who disbelieve, "THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS 

BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone,"  
8
 and, "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF 

OFFENSE"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also 

appointed. 

 



NRSV  
4
 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight, 

and 
5
 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
6
 For it stands in scripture:  

"See, I am laying in Zion a stone,  

a cornerstone chosen and precious;  

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 

 
7
 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  

"The stone that the builders rejected  

has become the very head of the corner," 

 
8
 and  

"A stone that makes them stumble,  

and a rock that makes them fall."  

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

 

NKJV  
4
 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 

5
 you also, 

as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6
 Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, "Behold, I lay in 

Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to shame."   
7
 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "The stone which the 

builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone," 
8
 and "A stone of stumbling And a rock of offense." 

They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. 

 

Young’s Literal Translation  
4
 to whom coming -- a living stone -- by men, indeed, having been disapproved of, but with God choice, 

precious, 
5
 and ye yourselves, as living stones, are built up, a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6
 Wherefore, also, it is contained in the Writing: 

'Lo, I lay in Zion a chief corner-stone, choice, precious, and he who is believing on him may not be put to 

shame;' 
7
 to you, then, who are believing {is} the preciousness; and to the unbelieving, a stone that the 

builders disapproved of, this one did become for the head of a corner, 
8
 and a stone of stumbling and a rock 

of offence -- who are stumbling at the word, being unbelieving, -- to which also they were set; 

 

New American Bible  
4
 Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human beings but chosen and precious in the sight of God, 

5
 and, 

like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
6
 For it says in scripture: "Behold, I am laying a stone in 

Zion, a cornerstone, chosen and precious, and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame."                   
7
 Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, but for those without faith: "The stone which the builders 

rejected has become the cornerstone,"  
8
 and "A stone that will make people stumble, and a rock that will 

make them fall." They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their destiny. 

 

NLT  
4 
Come to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God's temple. He was rejected by the people, but he is 

precious to God who chose him.  
5
 And now God is building you, as living stones, into his spiritual temple. 

What's more, you are God's holy priests, who offer the spiritual sacrifices that please him because of Jesus 

Christ.  
6
 As the Scriptures express it, "I am placing a stone in Jerusalem, a chosen cornerstone, and anyone 

who believes in him will never be disappointed. "  
7
 Yes, he is very precious to you who believe. But for 

those who reject him, "The stone that was rejected by the builders has now become the cornerstone."           
8
 And the Scriptures also say, "He is the stone that makes people stumble, the rock that will make them 

fall." They stumble because they do not listen to God's word or obey it, and so they meet the fate that has 

been planned for them. 

 

NJB  
4
 He is the living stone, rejected by human beings but chosen by God and precious to him; set 

yourselves close to him 
5
 so that you, too, may be living stones making a spiritual house as a holy 



priesthood to offer the spiritual sacrifices made acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
6
 As scripture 

says: Now I am laying a stone in Zion, a chosen, precious cornerstone and no one who relies on this will be 

brought to disgrace.  
7 
To you believers it brings honour. But for unbelievers, it is rather a stone which the 

builders rejected that became a cornerstone, 
8
 a stumbling stone, a rock to trip people up. They stumble 

over it because they do not believe in the Word; it was the fate in store for them. 

 

CEV 

 
4
 Come to Jesus Christ.  He is the living stone that people have rejected, but which God has chosen 

and highly honored.  
5
 And now you are living stones that are being used to build a spiritual house.  You 

are also a group of holy priests, and with the help of Jesus Christ you will offer sacrifices that please God.  
6
 It is just as God says in the Scriptures,  

 “Look! I am placing in Zion 

  a choice and precious cornerstone. 

 No one who has faith in that one 

  will be disappointed.” 

 
7
 You are followers of the Lord, and that stone is precious to you.  But it isn’t precious to those 

who refuse to follow him.  They are the builders who tossed aside the stone that turned out to be the most 

important one of all.  
8
 They disobeyed the message and stumbled and fell over that stone, because they 

were doomed. 

 

GNB 

 
4
 Come to the Lord, the living stone rejected by man as worthless but chosen by God as valuable.  

5
 Come as living stones, and let yourselves be used in building the spiritual temple, where you will serve as 

holy priests to offer spiritual and acceptable sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ.  
6
 For the scripture says,  

 “I chose a valuable stone, 

  which I am placing as the cornerstone in Zion; 

  and whoever believes in him will never be disappointed.” 
7
 This stone is of great value for you that believe; but for those who do not believe: 

 “The stone which the builders rejected as worthless 

 turned out to be the most important of all.” 
8
 And another scripture says,  

 “This is the stone that will make people stumble, 

 the rock that will make them fall.” 

They stumbled because they did not believe in the word; such was God’s will for them. 

 

ESV 

 
4
 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious,  

5
 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
6
 For it stands in Scripture:  

"Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,  

a cornerstone chosen and precious,  

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." 
7
 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  

"The stone that the builders rejected  

has become the cornerstone," 

 
8
 and  

"A stone of stumbling,  

and a rock of offense."  

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 


