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Instructor: Brad Copp, bradc@ebc.edu , (541)510-4768 
  Office hours are posted on office door (in the Doris Hunt Music Building). 

 

College Mission Statement: 
The mission of Eugene Bible College is to glorify God through Biblically based college education 

that disciples and equips servants of Jesus Christ to become life-long learners who offer effective 

and relevant Spirit-filled ministry and leadership in the Church and the world. 

To fulfill its mission Eugene Bible College is committed to these [partial] goals: 

• provide a quality education that complements intellectual challenge and stimulation with 

practical application. 

• develop students with personal integrity and Christian character while they acquire 

ministry and leadership skills 

• produce graduates who will go forth from their college experience equipped and 

committed to a lifetime of taking the person and message of Jesus Christ to the world.   

 

Bible Theology Division Objectives 
Students fulfilling the course requirements in Bible and Theology should achieve the following: 

• Gain a basic understanding of the content and nature of the Old and New Testaments 

• Ability to apply Bible study skills to better understand and interpret the Bible 

• Ability to articulate a Biblical position in major areas of theology 

• Ability to reason clearly and Biblically about the Christian faith 

• Integrate Biblical study with personal spiritual growth and effective ministry 

 

Course Objectives:   
Upon completing this course, the student should be able to: 

1. demonstrate an understanding of the place of the Gospel of Mark in the overall revelation of 

Scripture. 

2. perform the art of interpreting the Gospel of Mark through instruction, worked examples and 

practice. 

3. demonstrate a knowledge of the overall themes, theology, structure, and message of the 

Gospel of Mark 

4. demonstrate a knowledge of the life of Jesus, the Kingdom of God, the nature of discipleship 

and how they apply to the everyday life of a Christian. 

5. continue to research, interpret, teach, preach, and interact with the Gospel of Mark throughout 

their personal lives and ministries.  

 

Course Description: 
An inductive study of the purpose, destination, structure, and message of the 

Gospel of Mark with a strong emphasis upon implications of the life and teaching 

of Jesus. 

 

Textbook and Suggested reading: 
Required reading- 

Holy Bible in a literal or dynamic equivalent translation (no paraphrase) 

Recommended Reading-  
English, Donald, The Message of Mark, Downers Grove, InterVarsity, 1992. 

Ladd, George Eldon, The Gospel of the Kingdom, Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1959. 



Course Requirements: 
1. Class attendance- Student is to be present, to be on time, and to actively participate in class 

discussion.  See EBC attendance policy below. 

2. Bible Reading- Students will read the Gospel of Mark in its entirety three times in a literal or 

dynamic equivalent translation (no paraphrases).  As part of the midterm and final exams, students 

will report the approximate percentage of the assigned readings completed.  This percentage will 

have bearing on the mark of the exam.   

3. Scripture Memorization- Students will memorize four Scriptures over the term, two for the 

midterm and two for the final exam.  The students will memorize them verbatim from the NIV 

translation (including punctuation).  Students will then write out from memory the passages on the 

respective exams.  

For the Midterm- 1:14-15, 8:34  

For the Final Exam- 9:35, 10:45 

4. Weekly exegesis/prayer exercises- Students will complete a weekly exercise in the 

Gospel of Mark.  Each exercise will contain a component of study in the Gospel, a component of 

application to life and a component of prayer and devotion.  The goal of these exercises is to help 

the student to understand the Gospel and to move from the text of Mark to devotion and life 

application.  Exercises will be handed out/assigned in class weekly (sort of) and will be due 

weekly (sort of).  See Schedule for due dates 

5. Sermon- Students will write a sermon based on a passage of the students choice from Mark.  

The sermon will explain the meaning of the passage in a way that makes it understandable to a 

modern audience (this includes explaining how it fits in the overall book).  The sermon will also 

explain how the Gospel passage applies to modern life.  The student will submit the passage for 

approval by February 26th.  The sermon is due on March 16
th

.    

6. Midterm Exam- A 45 minute exam covering all of the material covered up to that point, all of 

the textbook reading assigned up to that point, the assigned Scripture reading and Scripture 

memory.   Friday March 2
nd

 at 1:00 pm. 

7. Final Exam- A 100 minute exam covering all of the material covered after the midterm, all of 

the textbook reading assigned after the midterm, the assigned Scripture reading and Scripture 

memory.  Monday March 19
th

 at 1:00 pm. 

 

Course Evaluation 
 Weekly exercises       25% 

Sermon        15% 

Midterm Exam (including Scripture reading and memory)  25% 

Final Exam (including Scripture reading and memory)  35% 

          100% 



Course Calendar 
 

 

Session Topic Assignment Due Reading Due 

Session 1 

Jan. 10 

Course Introduction, Syllabus 

The nature of a Gospel, How to read Mark 

None 

 

None 

Session 2 

Feb. 19 

Historical Background of Mark EE1 Gospel of Mark 

Initial reading 

Session 3 

Feb. 21 

Major Themes, Kingdom of God, 

Christology, Discipleship 

EE2 Gospel of Mark 

Second reading 

Session 4 

Feb. 26 

Mk 1:1-13 EE3 

Sermon Passage 

Mk 1:1-13 

Session 5 

Feb. 28 

Mk 1:16-3:6 EE4 Mk 1:16-3:6 

Session 6 

Mar. 2 

Midterm Exam 

Mk 3:7-5:43 

EE5 Mk 3:7-5:43 

Session 7 

Mar. 7 

Mk 6:1-8:26 EE6 Mk 6:1-8:26 

Session 8 

Mar. 9 

Mk 8:27-10:52 EE7 Mk 8:27-10:52 

Session 9 

Mar. 14 

Mk 11:1-13:37 EE8 Mk 11:1-13:37 

Session 10 

Mar. 16 

Mk 14:1-16:8 EE9 

Sermon Due 

Mk 14:1-16:8 

Final Exam Monday March 19
th

 1:00 PM 
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EBC Absence Policy: 
Regular punctual attendance is required in all classes and assembly periods.  Students should not miss 

classes except for illness or unavoidable emergency situations.  To accommodate such cases, a 

student may have one absence for each credit hour of the course without penalty.  However, if 

absences for any class exceed twice the number of credit hours, the student automatically fails the 

class. 

A student entering the class within fifteen minutes after attendance check is recorded as tardy.  Every 

three tardy entries are counted as one absence.  Work situations and other campus schedules must 

be held as secondary to class attendance.  Students are not permitted to arrive late for class or 

leave early to accommodate other schedules. 

 



Class Policies 
In order to be fair to all students, to organize my workweek, and to be prompt with marking, the 

following policies will be adhered to.  It is also an important aspect of preparation for life after EBC 

that students should learn to plan and use their time effectively so as to meet deadlines, and learn also 

to work within the parameters set for assignments. 

• All assignments must be submitted in class on the date they are due.  If class will be missed 

because of illness, assignments may be submitted via e-mail before scheduled class time.  Any 

assignment not submitted at the requested time will be considered late.   

• Late work will receive a deduction of 10% per day late (excluding weekends) up to 50% 

deduction.  You may submit a late assignment either in class, via e-mail or via the receptionist. 

• Extensions for late work may be given for a short period when circumstances arise which in my 

view could not reasonably have been foreseen and which are sufficiently serious to warrant an 

exception to the rule. 

• All work must be neat and legible.  All work must be typewritten (excluding quizzes and exams). 

• All assignments must be your own work. Work sharing and plagiarism are not acceptable. 

• Because of the limited number of exegesis tools in the library, I ask that you be considerate of 

others and not monopolize the resources.  I would also ask that dorm students give priority to off 

campus students or those with more limited schedules. 

• I expect all students to think critically and be willing to disagree with the texts, teacher, or each 

other. I am confident that all of you will do so in manner fitting Bible-College students and future 

ministers. 

 

Helpful Information 
• Your best resource for this course is the people around you.  The instructor is willing and available 

to help you as much as my very busy schedule will allow.  Please see the sign up sheet on my 

office door (in the Doris Hunt Music Center) for available office hours.  However, your peers are 

an invaluable source of insight.  And you will be wise to share with other students outside of class 

and help each other explore and develop, meditate upon and apply the concepts of this course.   

• Course Stuff will be posted on the web.  The address is www.bradcopp.com.  The class section is 

password protected.  When prompted, use the username “BI222” and the password “crossfire” 

(without the quotation marks).  Please check back often because the website will be regularly 

updated. 

• Please realize that, at best, this course can only be an introduction to this book.  It is hoped that 

this course will give you a foundation upon which to launch a lifetime of study, devotion, teaching 

and preaching from Mark.  Be encouraged to continue in this book even after the course. 

• Finally, do not lose God in the process of education.  Try to integrate this class with the rest of 

your discipleship program.  Take time to interact with Jesus about every part of your life.  

Specifically, invite the Lord to teach and lead you in the course material.  This Book was written 

as an act of prayer, worship, devotion, and life transformation.  It would be a tragedy and violation 

of this book if you treated this course as only an intellectual exercise.  I also hope that you learn to 

rely on Him for the strength to learn and grow and fulfill all of the expectations placed on you at 

EBC.  “Do not pray for easy lives; pray to be stronger people!  Do not pray for tasks equal to your 

powers; pray for powers equal to your tasks.  Then the doing of your work shall be no miracle, but 

you shall be a miracle.  Every day you shall wonder at yourself, at the richness of life which has 

come to you by the grace of God.”  Phillips Brooks. 

 

 

 


