
BI222- Gospel of Mark (Crossfire) 

Winter 2005 Midterm Study Guide 
 

The Midterm will consist of 4 parts 
 

1. Scripture reading- You will simply report the approximate percentage of 

assigned Scripture reading you have completed as of the time of the exam. 

 

2. Scripture memorization-  You will write from memory the verses you 

have been assigned to memorize 

 

3. Gospel of Mark Overview- You will be tested on your knowledge of the 

background of Mark’s Gospel. Topics may include (but not necessarily be limited 

to) the following: 

a. What is a Gospel? 

b. Who is the author and how did he come to write this book? 

c. How should we read and understand this book? 

d. What are the big questions/major themes of the Gospel of Mark? 

e. What are the connections between Mark’s Gospel and the Old Testament 

history? 

f. What are the connections between Mark’s Gospel and the history between 

the testaments? 

g. What are the historical and social forces that influenced Jesus’ day and 

age? 

h. What is the threefold organization of the Gospel of Mark? 

i. What is the background for the term ‘Kingdom of God’? 

j. Describe the ideal ‘Kingdom of God’ that the average person was 

expecting in Jesus’ day. 

k. What does it mean for the Kingdom to be already and not yet? 

l. How did Jesus fulfill the expectation for the Kingdom? 

m. How was Jesus’ fulfillment different from common expectations? 



4. Mark 1:1-3:6 - You will be tested on your knowledge of the Gospel of Mark 

passages we have discussed up to the midterm.  Topics may include (but not 

necessarily be limited to) the following: 

a. How does the prologue of 1:1 prepare for the content of the rest of the 

Gospel? 

b. What is the point of the two quotes from 1:2-3? 

c. How would have the average person of the day understood the 

significance of John baptizing? 

d. What was John’s message? 

e. What is the point of the three passages the voice from heaven quoted at 

Jesus’ baptism? 

f. When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, Satan tested Jesus’ resolve 

over which issues? 

g. What was Jesus’ proclamation from 1:14-15?  What did He mean? 

h. What is the overall structure of 1:16-3:6? 

i. How does Mark develop answers to the main questions (Who is Jesus? 

What is the Kingdom? What is discipleship?) in 1:16-3:6? 

j. What is the point of Jesus healing and exorcism? 

k. Why does Jesus tell people not to tell who He is? 

l. Does Mark relate popularity to discipleship?  

m. What is the point of the leprous man’s question?  How did Jesus respond? 

n. What is the significance of the story of the paralytic? 

o. Why do the Jewish leaders oppose Jesus? 

p. What is the significance of Jesus eating with Levi? 

q. What is the point of the story of wineskins? 

r. How did Jesus relate to the Sabbath? 

s. Why was Jesus angry with the people in the synagogue in 3:1-6? 

t. What was the point of Jesus’ question in 3:1-6? 

 

The Midterm will be a combination of True/False, Matching, Multiple choice, Short 

answer/Fill in the blank and short essay type questions. 

 

For the Midterm: 
Please bring your own pencil or pen.  I will supply the exam paper. 

You may (should) bring an unmarked Bible.  This means a Bible without your own 

notations and without editors notes (i.e. no study Bibles). 

 

The Midterm will begin promptly at 1:0pm and end promptly at 1:50pm. 

 


